1.
The numerous affinities which certainly exist between leprosy and tuberculosis made me wish, during my stay in the West Indies, to see as much as possible of the former disease; this led to my visiting, whenever practicable, the various leper establishments, and making a thorough investigation into the conditions under which the unfortunate people suffering from this loathsome malady live. I must say at the start that in most cases the care taken of these poor people is very creditable to the Governments concerned, and the way in which several of these establishments are administered would do credit to many of our charitable institutions at home. This is all the more praiseworthy to those concerned that private charity is here quite out of the question, and that everything is done by public money and through official channels. State charity can never afford to be over-generous, and has mostly to content itself with the supply of From the half-yearly report for 1897 (January-June) I find that during that period 115 lepers were treated, the actual number resident having increased from 107 to 112. An average of 30 inmates have been employed at work. The expenditure for the half-year was ?1,086 4b. 8d., the daily average cost per head for feeding alone being 6d.
On the whole the lazaretto is well managed, though in some matters economy seems to border on parsimony, and the buildings themselves, though old, could still be made very comfortable if not quite so crowded, and if, by the addition of another plot of land, more accommodation could be given the patients for exercise. The place wants more air, both within and without, and at present savours more of the prison than the hospital.
